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and sacked by Olive in 1757. All vestiges of the Fort
have long since disappeared- It lay between the Com-
pany's Tank (Lai Dighi) and the river, and contained
within its walls the Governor's House, the Parish Church
of St. Louis, the house for the Company's servants, etc-
To the west of the Tank was, and still is, the'Cemetery.
We'proceed on our way upstream, and soon the white
walls of the College at Chinsurah, and then those of the
Barracks, and the Commissioner's House come in sight.
H0GHLI jubilee bridge.   '    "
A very full account of the Hughli Bridge and its con-
struction will be found in a paper read by Sir Bradford
Leslie before the Institution of CiviLJEngineevs on Jaauary
24th, 1888, but the average reader would find that ac»
count somewhat too technical to be easily intelligible.
In Mr, G. W. MacGeorge's Ways and Works in India the
essential facts are stated with lucidity.
" A.t the site of the Jubilee Bridge the Hooghly Channel is 1,200 feet
wide at low water, the selection of the precise point of crossing having,
among other considerations, been largely influenced by the relative
narrowness of the river immediately opposite the town of Hooghly. On
the town—or right side of the river,—the bed is 66 feet deep below
mean sea-level, and the bank is defined and well above the highest floods.
On the left side the water is comparatively shallow, and there is a low
bank, with a wide stretch of low-lying ground beyond, inundated during
high floods. The height of the tide varies from a short distance between
mean sea-level to 20 feet above, with a maximum velocity of 4i miles an
hour when the flood-tide enters with a strong bore, and nearly o miles an
hour on the ebb-tide in freshets. There is a very largejnavigation,
consisting of unwieldy country sailing-boats, little under control, and
steamers and flats of 500 to 600 tons burden belonging to the Inland
Navigation Companies, together with passenger steamers plying between
•Calcutta and Kulna."
*' The bridge is constructed for a double line of railway, both lines being
carried between the main girders. It consists essentially of two large
openings, each 524 feet of clear span, with a central smaller^opening of
106i feet, between two piers supporting a pair of cantilever girders; the
total length of the bridge proper being 1,213J feet. The approach to
the main structure in the Hoogbly side of the river is by a masonry
viaduct 3,278 feet in total length, consisting of 112 arches of spans
varying from lOf to 48 feet. On the Naihati, or left side of the river, the
approach is also by a masonry viaduct, in this case 441 feet long, con-
sisting of 29 arched openings of lOf feet. "From end to end of the via-0
- ducts, therefore, and across the river, the total length of the structure is
4,932 feet, or not far short of a mile. The height of the main bridge from
the bottom of the foundations of the central piers to the underside of
the girders is 193J feet, the foundations being 98J feet below the lowest
water." MaoGeorge: Op. c&, pp., 341-42.

